In spite of the considerable economic importance of this parasite, both in the United States and elsewhere, little attention has apparently been paid to treatment. Hall (3) lowed by May-beetle larvae or other beetle larvae as they feed in manure from infested swine or on soil contaminated with such manure. In the beetle, the young worm escapes to the body cavity, where it encysts. The encysted worms remain in the body cavity after the metamorphosis of the beetle larvae to adults. When swine eat either the larvae or the adult beetles, the insects are digested, and the worms are released to develop to maturity in the intestine of the pig. In order to prevent infestation, swine would have to be prevented from rooting over areas infested with the grubs and be so confined that they would not have an opportunity to ingest adult beetles.
Not only would this be difficult, but in additiun the eating of grubs by swine is an aid in controlling the grubs. While it is possible to apply methods for keeping down grub infestation in the soil, the complete prevention of thorn-headed-worm infestation would obviously be a difficult and expensive procedure. In view of this fact, it is highly desirable to have an anthelmintic which is effective against these worms.
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE REPORTING EXPERI-MENTAL RESULTS
Calandruccio (1) , in 1890, reported the removal, from himself, of 53 thorn-headed worms, Moniliformis moniliformis, with no evidence of worms present subsequently, following the administration of a dose of 8 grams of ethereal extract of male fern, and Hall (£) suggested, in 1922 , that male fern may be of value for removing thorn-headed worms from swine. Raffensperger's experiments, reported in the following section of this publication, and those of Wolffhugel (9) 
